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INTSHAYELELO

Siphila Njani?

Ukusukela oko umdlalo webhodi othi Settlers of Catan wasungulwa 
okokuqala ngo-1995, uthengise iikopi ezingaphezu kwezigidi 
ezingama-25. Udlalwa ngolu hlobo. Umdlalo uqala emva kokuba 
iithayile zeentlobo zemihlaba eyahlukeneyo – iintaba ezivelisa intsimbi 
ekrwada, amadlelo agcina iigusha, njalo njalo – zibekwe phandle – 
kwaye amanani aphakathi kwe-2 kunye ne-12 abekwe 
ngokungenamkhethe kwithayile nganye. Wonke umdlali ukhetha 
indawo ebhodini ukufumana ilali yakhe yokuqala. Xa idayisi 
liqengqiwe, umdlali ufumana uvimba ohambelana nenombolo 
ekwidayisi ukuba ilali yakhe isecaleni kweso sixhobo. Ke, ukuba idlelo 
elisecaleni kwelali yam line-9, kwaye amadayisi amabini aphoswayo 
adityaniswa ku-9, ndifumane igusha enye. Ezo zibonelelo 
ndizisebenzisa ukuthenga iindlela kunye neelali kunye nezixeko - 
kwaye ke ndandise i-emphaya yam. Ukuba oovimba bam 
abafanelekanga ncam, ndiyakwazi ukurhweba ngabo kwezinye 
izibonelelo nabanye abadlali okanye ‘nebhanki’. Umntu wokuqala 
ukufikelela kubukhosi obuchaziweyo obukhulu uwinile. Kodwa nantsi 
eyona nto iphambili: uphela umdlalo, wonke umntu enekqubela 
nonxibelelwano kwidolophu nezixeko, ezinye zingaphezulu kunabanye.
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Umdlalo weMonopoly wahluke kakhulu kulo. Kuwo, uba ngumnini-
mhlaba, ufumana iitayitile zepropati kwaye uhlawulisa irenti kwabo 
banyanzeliswe (ngedayisi) ukuba batyelele umhlaba wakho. Umdlalo 
uqala ngokuba wonke umdlali unemali elinganayo. Uphela se 
ungumdlali omnye onobutyebi obodlula bonke abanye abadlali.

Ihlabathi linokohlulwa libe ziindidi ezimbini zabantu.1 Iqela 
lokuqala likholelwa ukuba ihlabathi lifana nomdlalo weMonopoly: 
kusinda kuphela abanamandla, abahlakaniphile okanye 
abanethamsanqa. Kweli qela, ubomi bufaniswa nomdlalo we-zero-
sum; ukuze uphumelele, kufuneka ndiphulukane. Ukuba unombono 
wehlabathi onje, ngokuqinisekileyo uya kukholelwa ukuba ubutyebi 
bufunyanwa ngokuzuzwa kwento etyalwa ngomnye umntu, nokuba 
yipropati yabo (njengoko kumdlalo), umhlaba wabo okanye umvuzo 
wabo olahlekileyo. Iqela lesibini, ngokuchaseneyo nale mbono, 
likholelwa ukuba ihlabathi lifana nomdlalo weCatan. Banenkolelo 
yokuba ungaphumelela ngelixa nam ndiphumelela. Ngapha koko, abo 
bakweli qela, njengabadlali ababalaseleyo beCatan, bakholelwa ukuba 
kufuneka uphumelele ukuze ndiphumelele, kuba ikamva lethu 
lidityaniswe ngokungenakuguqulwa.

Ngelishwa, iMonopoly ngumdlalo webhodi onxulunyaniswa 
kakhulu nobutyebi kunye nokuchuma. Lilishwa, kuba ilizwe 
lokwenyani alifani nomdlalo weMonopoly. Mandenze umzekelo ube 
mnye, kufutshane nekhaya lam. Ndifundisa kwiYunivesithi 
yaseStellenbosch, kwidolophu yaseyunivesithi emalunga neyure 
ukusuka eKapa. Abemi baseStellenbosch banyuke ngomyinge 
wesibhozo phakathi kuka-1911 no-2016 – ukusuka phantse kubantu 
abangama-22,000 ukuya ngaphezu kwe-170,000 kwisithuba 
esingaphezu kwenkulungwane. Emva phayaa ngowe-1911, ngokobalo 

1	 Carvalho, J.P., Bergeron, A., Henrich, J., Nunn, N. and Weigel, J.L., 2023. Zero-
Sum Thinking, the Evolution of Effort-Suppressing Beliefs, and Economic 
Development (No. w31663). National Bureau of Economic Research.
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bantu, kwakukho abantu abalishumi kuphela ababeneemoto kuyo 
yonke loo dolophu. Namhlanje, elo nani limalunga nama-62,000 
ubuncinane – asazi ngokuthe ngqo ukuba zingaphi iimoto ezo, 
njengoko ubalo lubala imoto enye kuphela kusapho ngalunye. 
Ingongoma ikukuba inani labanikazi beemoto linyukile lisukela kwisi-1 
kubemi abangama-2,000 laya kutsho kwisi-1 kwaba-3. Ukuba 
iStellenbosch ibingumdlalo weMonopoly, mnye kuphela umntu 
obenokuphela eneemoto ezilishumi zokuqala – kwaye umdlalo ubuya 
kuba uphelile. . Kodwa ngenxa yokuba ifana neCatan, kuba 
impumelelo yethu ixhomekeke kubamelwane bethu, kukho ubutyebi 
obuninzi obunokujikeleza. Endaweni yokuba usapho olunye lulawule 
yonke into, amawaka eentsapho zaseStellenbosch ngoku aneemoto.

Sikufumanisa kunzima ukukholelwa ukuba ihlabathi lanamhlanje 
alifani neMonopoly koko lifana neCatan. Esinye isizathu kukuba sihlala 
sihlaselwe ziindaba zoqoqosho ezimbi - oosomabhiliyoni etekhnoloji 
kunye nobutyebi obukhula ngohlobo olugqithisileyo; ukuvalwa 
kweenkampani kunye nokulahleka kwemisebenzi; amatyala kunye 
nenkohliso nokuswela. Umbono wethu wehlabathi ukwaxhaswa 
ngamava ethu. Izazinzulu ngokuziphatha ziye zachonga ukuba sine 
‘negativity bias’, ukuba izinto ezimbi zinempembelelo enkulu kwimeko 
yethu yengqondo kunezinto ezilungileyo, nokuba zombini ziyalingana 
ngomthamo.2 Ngoko ke, kuqhelekile kakhulu ukujolisa 
ngokungachanekanga kwizinto ezimbi uphose okulungileyo.

Isizathu sesithathu esikufumanisa kunzima ukukholelwa ukuba 
ihlabathi asingomdlalo we-zero-sum kukuba ikharityhulam yethu 
yezemfundo ineziphene. Izifundo zembali zijolise phantse ngokukodwa 
kwimbali yezopolitiko nezentlalo. Izifundo zezoqoqosho zijolise 
kwiimodeli ezisesikweni kunye nezixhobo zobugcisa. Izifundo zembali 

2	 C. J. Norris, The negativity bias, revisited: Evidence from neuroscience 
measures and an individual differences approach, Social Neuroscience, 16 (1), 
2021, 68–82.
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yoqoqosho ziphantse zanyamalala kwiinkqubo zaseyunivesithi. 
Ukutshintshela kwi-postmodernism, njengoko siza kubona kwiSahluko 
1, akuzange kuncede. Izihloko ezifanele ingqalelo yethu, ezifana 
nobukhoboka kunye nekoloniyalizim, ziye zalungelelaniswa 
yimimandla yokufunda apho inyaniso yobungqina iye yasuswa yi-
subjectivity, relativism kunye nokungathenjwa kobungqina nezizathu 
ezikhoyo. Amandla kunye neengcamango, zithathwa njengezona 
zixhobo zokuqonda ixesha elidlulileyo. Nangona kukho isizathu 
esaneleyo sokuthandabuza ‘injongo’ yemithombo yobungqina 
yobukoloniyali, eso ayisosizathu sokulahla usana namanzi okuhlamba. 
Ukuphela kwendlela esinokutyhila ngayo oko kwenzekileyo, kwaye 
kutheni, kukwakha ithiyori, siqokelele imathiriyeli yomthombo - 
ngamanye amaxesha sisebenzisa iindlela ezintsha (zamanani) - kwaye 
sivavanye ukuba i-hypothesis ibambelele kubungqina. Le ncwadi 
isekelwe kuphando olusebenzisa indlela yobungqina obunjalo. Iindlela 
ezizezinye, ndingatsho, zinokubangela kuphela ukuqinisa iinkolelo 
zomphandi kunye nokuthambekela kwakhe. Imbali, ke ngoko, iba 
lufundo lweentelekelelo zethu.

Ukuba neengcamango ezikhuthazayo kunobungqina obuqinileyo 
bendlela elisebenza ngayo ihlabathi kuneziphumo. Ukuba sikholelwa 
ukuba wonke umntu ukhuphisana kumdlalo we-zero-sum, ukuba 
ndingaphumelela kuphela ukuba ndinokukoyisa kwaye ndikuthobe, loo 
nto iya kusenza singabathandi abantu abazizityebi, intsingiselo 
kukuba banokuba apho bakhoyo ngenxa yokuba bathatha. inzuzo 
yabanye. Kodwa ukuba sikholelwa ukuba impumelelo ifuna 
intsebenziswano kunye nokubambisana, ukuba sinokuphumelela 
kuphela kuba sixhomekeke kwaye sithembele kwabanye, siya kuqonda 
ukuba ubutyebi bomnye budala ubutyebi besininzi. Awunyanzelekanga 
ukuba unqule ezinyaweni zikaBill Gates, uJeff Bezos okanye uElon 
Musk ukuze uxabise igalelo leenkampani zabo ekuphuculeni okunzulu 
kwimigangatho yethu yokuphila. Ukuqonda ukuba ubutyebi bufuna 
ukuxhomekeka ekwabelwanayo ngako kusivumela ukuba sichonge 
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apho ubutyebi bungagcinwanga, ngokungekho mthethweni okanye 
ngendlela engamkelekanga. Igosa likarhulumente lixhaphaza imali 
yabarhafi okanye umphathi weshishini opheka iincwadi zenkampani 
uphelisa ukuthembana nentsebenziswano, nto leyo eyenza buthathaka 
inkululeko yethu yezoqoqosho; kanti usomashishini osakhasayo  
owakha ishishini elikhulayo uyalinyusa.

Iindaba ezimnandi zezokuba imbali yezoqoqosho icebisa ukuba 
ngabakhi kunabaphangi abathi ekugqibeleni baphumelele. Ubungqina 
obubambekayo abuthandabuzeki. Kwezi nkulungwane zimbini 
zidlulileyo, inkululeko yethu yezoqoqosho - ukukwazi komntu wonke 
ukusebenza, ukuvelisa, ukutya kunye nokutyala imali ngendlela 
athanda ngayo - iye yanda kakhulu. Enyanisweni, le nkqubo ayizange 
ifane. Kwezinye iindawo, njengaseMzantsi Afrika nakwezinye iindawo 
ezininzi zaseAfrika, inkululeko yezoqoqosho kwabaninzi iye 
yacinezelwa de kwakutshanje. Kwelinye icala, apho inkululeko 
yezoqoqosho iye yavunyelwa ukuba ichume, iye yavelisa impumelelo 
engathethekiyo. Umbhali-mbali wezoqoqosho uDeirdre McCloskey 
uyibiza ngokuba ‘kukutyebisa okukhulu’.3 Kule mihla umntu 
oqhelekileyo unobutyebi obuphindaphindwe kalishumi elinesibhozo 
kunonyaka we-1800. Ukuyibeka ngenye indlela (kwaye apha ndiboleka 
kuMcCloskey): umntu oqhelekileyo ngo-1800 wayenokuba nepere enye 
yezihlangu - mhlawumbi ezikumgangatho onqabileyo. Umzukulwana 
womzukulwana womzukulwana wakhe namhlanje unokuba neepere 
ezilishumi elinesibhozo zezihlangu, esinye ngesihlandlo ngasinye.

Oku kuphumelela akusibopheleli ukuba sithenge izihlangu kuphela 
kodwa kunye nempilo nolonwabo. Namhlanje, siphila ubomi obude 
nobunempilo kunangaphambili. Ukwenza nje umzekelo omnye: ama-
43 ekhulwini eentsana ngowe-1800 zafa ngaphambi kokuba zibe 
neminyaka emihlanu ubudala. Namhlanje elo nani lisisi-4.3 ekhulwini, 

3	 D. N. McCloskey, The great enrichment: A humanistic and social scientific 
account, Social Science History, 40 (4), 2016, 583–598.
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ukuhla ngokuphindwe kalishumi. Nangona singenayo imilinganiselo 
‘yolonwabo’ eyaqala ngo-1800, siyazi ukuba ulonwabo ngokubanzi, 
olulinganiswa ngophando, lunyukile kwisiqingatha senkulungwane 
yokugqibela. Ngaphezu koko, abantu abakumazwe ane-GDP ephezulu 
ngomntu ngamnye nabo ngokubanzi ‘bonwabile’ kunabantu 
abakumazwe anengeniso ephantsi.

Kwenzeka njani kwaye kutheni oku kwanda okumangalisayo 
kokuchuma kwabantu kwenzeka - kwaye kutheni kuye kwacotha 
ukusuka kwezinye iindawo - ngumxholo wale ncwadi. Siqala kudala-
iminyaka eyi-100,000 eyadlulayo, ukuchaneka-kwaye, kwizahluko 
ezingamashumi amathathu anesine, sigubungela yonke imbali 
yoluntu. Oku akunakuze kube yimbali yoqoqosho lwehlabathi ebanzi, 
kunjalo. Endaweni yoko, lukhetho lomntu siqu kunye nolukhethekileyo 
kwizihloko zembali yezoqoqosho, endikholelwa ukuba, zinika ulwazi 
malunga nohambo lwethu olude oluya enkululekweni yezoqoqosho.

Le ncwadi ibhalwe ngokungenazintloni ngokwembono yaseMzantsi 
Afrika neyeAfrika. I-Afrika idla ngokufumana uvavanyo oluncinci 
kwizifundo zembali yoqoqosho lwehlabathi – kwaye xa isenzeka, idla 
ngokuba yinto ecingelwayo okanye, okubi ngakumbi, njengomzekelo 
ombi apho ‘izinto zadilika’. Kukho izizathu ezibambekayo zokuba 
kutheni iAfrika ibonwa ngolu hlobo. Ngenene iAfrika lelona lizwekazi 
linawona manqanaba asezantsi engeniso. Ngelixa umndilili wommi 
wehlabathi etyebile ngokuphindwe kalishumi elinesibhozo 
kunoyisemkhulu kayisemkhulu, umndilili womAfrika utyebile 
ngokuphindwe kathandathu. Siphila ubomi obungcono kunookhokho 
bethu, kodwa kucacile ukuba kusekho indawo yokuphucula. Esinye 
isizathu sokungahoywa kweAfrika kwiincwadi zembali yezoqoqosho 
kukuba, ngokwahlukileyo kwihlabathi liphela, imbali yezoqoqosho 
lwaseAfrika ayiqondwa kakuhle. Le ncwadi, isekelwe kwi-ajenda 
yophando olutsha olunika umdla kummandla wembali yoqoqosho 
lwaseAfrika (njengoko iSahluko 1 sicacisa), inethemba 
lokukhanyisa loombali.
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Ekupheleni kwencwadi siyasuka kwixesha elidlulileyo siye 
kwixesha elizayo. Kunokwenzeka ukuba ilizwe libe yindawo 
echumileyo ngakumbi kule minyaka ilishumi izayo. Kodwa 
kusenokwenzeka ukuba inkqubela iyakudodobala, kwaye umgangatho 
wokuphila uya kuhla. Akukho siphumo siqinisekisiweyo. Oku kuyinyani 
ngakumbi kwiAfrika, ilizwekazi endilibiza ngokuba likhaya. Umahluko 
phakathi kweemeko ezinethemba kunye nezinganikithemba uya 
kuxhomekeka ekubeni singakwazi na ukukhusela inkululeko 
yezoqoqosho uninzi lwama-Afrika angekabinayo. Kwaye oko kuya 
kuxhomekeka kwimigaqo-nkqubo esiyiphumezayo, abezopolitiko 
esibanyula ezikhundleni kwaye, ekugqibeleni, amabali empumelelo 
kunye nokwakha ubutyebi bethu kunye nabantwana bethu. 

Yizani ndiyanimema  kolu hambo lubalaseleyo lwembali 
yezoqoqosho yethu - kunye namabali ohambo lwethu olude ukuya 
kwinkululeko yezoqoqosho.


