“L.o maulu ngowokufundwa ngumntu

wonke okhathalele isizwe sethu.”
— Wandile Sihlobo, ingcali yezoqoqosho kwezolimo kunye nombhali.
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Kuthenina amaDanes ejongene neziqu zabo?
Uguquko lweNeolithic kunye noKhula
kweMpucuko

Kwincwadi yakhe ethi Sapiens, uYuval Noah Harari ubhala athi:
‘Asizange siyibange inggolowa. Yona yasibanga.’?? Le ngxelo ibamba
inyaniso esisiseko malunga ne-Neolithic Revolution, ekwabizwa
ngokuba yi-Agricultural Revolution, eyagala malunga ne-10,000 BCE.
Eli yayilixesha embalini apho abantu baguqukayo besuka kwindlela
yokuphila yokuzingela nokugokelelana ukuya kweyokulima nokuhlala.
Ubukhulu becala kwimbali yethu, abantu bebephila ubomi
bokuhambahamba. Sasidla ngokudibana sibe ngamagela amancinane
abantu abaphakathi kwama-30 kunye ne-150 - sizulazula
emaphandleni sikhangela izilwanyana zokuzingela, kunye nembewu,
amaqunube kunye nezighamo zokuqokelela. Kukho into esiyaziyo
ngale ndlela yokuphila yookhokho bethu ababehambahamba
ngokugwalasela amagela ambalwa abantu abasaphila ngolu hlobo.
Emazantsi e-Afrika sighelene kakhulu namaSan, nangona uninzi

22 Y. N. Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (London: Random House,
2014), p. 91.
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lwabantu abangamaSan namhlanje sele betshintshele kubomi
bokungahambi kakhulu.

Ubomi bokuba ngabazingeli babunzima. Ngamaxesha apho ukutya
bekuyintabalala bekukho ixesha elaneleyo lokuphumla nokuzala.
Kodwa ngenxa yokuba abazingeli bengoonothwal’ impahlana,
ayengongophele amathuba okonga nokuqokelela ukulungiselela
imvula eyayidla ngokubakho. Xa izixhobo zazingongophele, oku
kwakunokukhokelela ngokukhawuleza kwindlala nongquzulwano.
Uninzi lIwamadoda kwindawo zabazingeli nabaqokeleli bafa
ngobundlobongela.

Omnye unokucinga ukuba ukutshintshela kwezolimo kwenza
abantu bangcono, kodwa kukho ubunggina obaneleyo ngoku
obubonisa ukuba abalimi bokuqgala abazange baphile ubomi
obungcono ngokwezinto eziphathekayo kunoogxa babo abazingeli-
abagokeleli.?® Le yingxaki. Kwakutheni ukuze abazingeli emva koko
batshintshele ekulimeni izityalo ukuba ubomi babo abuphucukanga?
Impendulo kukuba uninzi lwabo lusenokunyanzelwa ngenxa
yokutshintsha kwemozulu: ukufikelela kwizilwanyana ababezingela
okanye izighamo ababeziqokelela ziye zancipha. Ixesha lolu tshintsho
- kwiLevant neFrile Crescent, ummandla namhlanje oquka amazwe
aseSyria, amaSirayeli, Palestine, Jordan, kunye neenxalenye zeTurkey
ne-lran - ihambelana nokuphela kwe-Ice Age yokuggibela.
Kusenokwenzeka ukuba njengoko amagondo olwandle ayenyuka
ngenxa yemozulu eshushu, iintlobo ezithile zezityalo, ezifana
nenggolowa nerhasi, zaqalisa ukukhula kwezi ndawo, nto leyo
eyakhokelela ekwandeni koluntu nokunciphisa ukutya ‘kwasendle’
okufumanekayo ekuzingeleni nasekuqokelelweni. Ukuze baphile,
abantu kwakufuneka bafumane enye indlela yokuphila.

Emva kokuba ukulima kwaba ngumthombo ongundogo wokutya,

23 J.C. Scott, Against the Grain: A Deep History of the Earliest States (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2017).
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ubomi batshintsha kakhulu. Phakathi kwezinye izinto, abalimi
banemveliso ngakumbi kunabazingeli-baqokeleli. Oku kwenza ukuba
bavelise intsalela engaphaya kweemfuno zabo zemihla ngemihla.
Ukulima kukwanyanzelisa umntu ukuba azinze ukuze akhathalele
izityalo, asuke ekubeni ngumhambi aphile ubomi bokuphumla.
Indibaniselwano yentshiyekela yemveliso kunye nokuphila
ngokuzihlalela kwenza la mafama aqgalayo ukuba agokelele ‘inkunzi’.
Babenokugalisa ukwakha izindlu zokuhlala kunye noovimba ukuze
bagcine intsalela yabo ixesha elide. Kwabavumela ukuba ‘batyale’
imali yabo eseleyo. Kunokuba bafune ukutya (okanye, xa ukutya
bekuyintabalala, besebenzisa ixesha labo lokuzihlaziya), ngoku
babenokwabela inxalenye yexesha labo ekwakheni izinto
ezinjengeenkqubo zokunkcenkceshela ezaziya kubenza bavelise
imveliso engakumbi, bevumela intsalela enkulu ngakumbi
nangakumbi. utyalo-mali kunye nokuqokelela inkunzi.

Esinye isizathu sokuba ukulima kungakhange kube nomtsalane
kwangoko kukuba ukutya okwahluka-hlukeneyo abazingeli-bagokeleli
abakufumana kwindawo abahlala kuyo bathatyathelw’ indawo kukutya
okwenziwa ngamafama avelisiweyo.istatshi Kodwa ngenxa yokuba
amafama ayeshiyeka nentsalela, ayenokuthengisa intsalela yawo
ukuze athenge okunye ukutya okanye izinto zendlu. Ngokomzekelo,
abalimi banokukwazi ukuvuna inggolowa okanye ukufuya iigusha,
bavelise ngaphezu koko bebekufuna bona neentsapho zabo
ezisondeleyo, baze bathengise ngentsalela yabo kumfuyi kwenye
intsimi, njengomlobi okanye umbumbi okanye umkhandi wesinyithi.
Oku kwabavumela ukuba bafumane iimveliso abangenakuzivelisa
ngokwabo. Kwelakhe icala, umkhandi wentsimbi wayenobuchule
bokwenza iimela okanye imikhonto aze ashishine namafama ukuze
afumane ukutya. Ubungcali kunye norhwebo zizinto eziphambili
zendlela uluntu oluphumelela ngayo.

Ubungcali bukwakhokelele ekukhuleni kwabantu ezidolophini.
lingcibi, ababumbi kunye nezinye iingcali zazingenasizathu sokuhlala
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kude omnye komnye. Enyanisweni, kwaba luncedo ngakumbi ukuba
babe kufutshane, ukuze xa abalimi bezisa intsalela yemveliso yabo
emarikeni, bakwazi ukurhweba nazo zonke iingcaphephe kwindawo
enye. Oku kwakuthetha ukuba iilali zaphuhliswa kwezo ndawo apho
amafama ayehlanganisana khona, ngokughelekileyo indawo ekulula
ukufikelela kuyo nekufutshane nomthombo wamanzi. Oku, yindlela
ezasekwa ngayo iidolophu nezixeko kwihlabathi lamandulo.

Siye satyeshela icandelo elinye elibalulekileyo eliphawula
impucuko enkulu: abalawuli. Intsalela eyayiveliswa ngaba balimi
kwakufuneka ikhuselwe, mhlawumbi kwizilwanyana okanye,
ngokughelekileyo, kwabanye abantu. Oku kwafuna inkqubo
yokuzikhusela kwaye, ngenxa yoko, kuye kwavela enye ingcali: ijoni.
Imikhosi yayifuna ubunkokeli, nto leyo eyabangela ukuba kubekho
iindlela ezintsonkothileyo zombutho woluntu. Endaweni yolwakhiwo
olulinganayo lwemibutho yabazingeli nabaqgokeleli, uluntu lwezolimo
ludla ngokuba nemigathango eyomeleleyo yentlalo. Ukungalingani
kwazalwa ngaloo ndlela.

Intsalela eveliswa ngamafama yaginisekisa enye inzuzo
ebalulekileyo ngaphezu kwabazingeli -baqgokeleli: izinga eliphezulu
lokuchuma. Ukulima akuzange kuvumele ubugcisa phakathi kwemizi
kuphela kodwa nangaphakathi ekhaya. Ngenxa yamandla omzimba
afunekayo, amadoda ayedla ngokulima, ngoxa abafazi ‘beziincutshe’
ekubeni nabantwana nokukhulisa. Oku, kudityaniswe nesixa esikhulu
(ukuba zimbalwa iindidi) sokutya, kwakuthetha ukuba izisu ezininzi
zinokutyiswa ngokwaneleyo ukuze uluntu lwezolimo lukhule
ngokukhawuleza kunamagela abazingeli-bagokeleli. Ekuhambeni
kwexesha, njengoko inani labalimi lalikhula, babengena kwimimandla
yabazingeli-baqgokeleli, baze babagxothe okanye babafake kwiindawo
zabo ezintsha.

Le nkqubo yolwandiso lwezolimo ichaza, ngokutsho kwababhali-
mbali bezogogosho uOla Olsson noChristopher Paik, isizathu sokuba
abantu basemantla Yurophu namhlanje kunokwenzeka
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babengoozimele gege (individualistic) kunoogxa babo basemazantsi
Yurophu.? Bagala ngokuchaza izithethe zemibutho emanyeneyo
njengokukhetha ukuthobela, ukuxabisa umsebenzi, imbeko, isithethe
nobunkokeli. Abantu ababambelela kwimimiselo engaphezulu
yokuhlanganisa (collectivist) babona kubalulekile ukuba abantwana
bathobele abazali babo kwaye bazimisele ngakumbi ukwamkela ii-
hierarchies kunye nezakhiwo zentlalo. Ngokwahlukileyo koko, ubuntu
bunxulunyaniswa nokuzimela, ukuvuleleka kwiingcamango ezintsha,
nokulingana.

Ke, ingaba ezolimo zinento yokwenza nezithethe zombutho?
Ingxoxo ihamba ngolu hlobo. Abantu ababehlala kwiindawo apho
kwavela khona ezolimo baba ngabokugala ukuphuhlisa izithethe
zomanyano. Oku kwenzeka ngenxa yokuba, njengoko sele sibonile,
ezolimo zifuna ulawulo lwentlalo oluntsonkothileyo kunelo loluntu
lwabazingeli. Kwezi zigaba zentlalo, iimpawu ezayanyaniswa
nezithethe zokuhlanganisa - ezifana nembeko, isithethe, ubunkokeli
kunye nentobeko - zinokuguquka ngokwenkcubeko.

Malunga ne-10,000 BCE le mibutho yokufama yagala ukuvela
kwiFertile Crescent. Ukusuka apho ezolimo zanwenwa, kumawaka
aligela eminyaka, ukungumla umzantsi weYurophu ukuya kumantla
Yurophu. Indlela esasazeka ngayo ibalulekile kwibali lethu.

24 0. Olsson and C. Paik, Long-run cultural divergence: Evidence from the Neolithic
Revolution, Journal of Development Economics, 122, 2016, 197-213.
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Figure 3.1 How individualised norms spread through migration

Yiba nomfanekiso-nggondweni webutho labantu elinoluhlu
lwabantu abaninzi, abanye benezithethe zokuhlanganisana kwaye
abanye banezithethe ezingakumbi zomntu ngamnye. Kusenokwenzeka
ukuba abo bazikhethele ngokwabo basuke bemke ngenxa yokuba
abazinyamezeli izithethe eziginileyo zamanye amalungu eqgela labo.
Emva kokuba befudukile, babeza kuseka indawo entsha yokulima.
Emva kwezizukulwana ezininzi olu luntu lutsha lwaluya kuphinda
luqulathe amanye amalungu anezithethe ezongezelelekileyo
zokuhlanganisana kunye namanye anezithethe ezongezelelekileyo
zozimele geqge, kwaye kwakhona abantu abangoozimele-gege babeya
kupakisha izinto zabo baze bahambe ukuze baseke ibutho elitsha.
Inkqubo efanayo yayiza kuphinda-phindwa de ekuggibeleni
kufikelelwe kumntla Yurophu - apho abona bantu abangozimele gege
banokuphelela khona. Inkqubo ibonakaliswe kuMfanekiso 3.1. Yiloo



nto u-Olsson noPaik bacinga ukuba yenzeka eYurophu kwiminyaka
engamawaka aligela eyadlulayo.

Sazi njani ukuba oku kuyinyaniso? Ababhali ababini bame ngokuthi
le migago isekho nanamhlanje. Ngoko ke sifanele silindele ukuba
abantu baseYurophu basemantla bathanda abantu ngabanye
ngakumbi xa kuthelekiswa nabemi baseYurophu abasemazantsi,
abafanele babe nezithethe ezininzi zomanyano. Kwaye yiloo nto kanye
efunyanwa ngababhali xa besebenzisa idatha yophando lwangoku.
Abantu baseDenmark bangabantu abangozimele geqe, kubonakala
ngathi, ngenxa yokuba bafumana ezolimo emva kwexesha elide
kunamaGrike okanye amaTaliyane okanye iSpanish.

Kwiphepha lika-2020 aba babhali babini banyathela mgama
ngelithi ukuba ixesha leNguqulelo yeNeolithic alichaphazeli kuphela
izithethe zanamhlanje kodwa linokuchaza iinkqubo zezopolitiko
zangoku kunye namanganaba engeniso.? Okuninzi lwembali yoluntu,
ulimo lwalulelona candelo liphambili lemveliso. Njengoko sele
sibonile, izithethe zegela labantu ziyachuma kwiinkqubo ezinjalo.
Kodwa izithethe ezinjalo zikhokelela kulawulo lwe-autocratic
ngakumbi kwaye zityhafise ukuveliswa kwezinto ezintsha. Icacisa
ukuba kutheni, kude kube malunga ne-1500, uMbindi Mpuma kunye
nenxalenye esemazantsi yeYurophu yayityebile kakhulu kunasentla.

Kodwa ngenxa yokuba izithethe zomntu ngamnye zivuza ubuchule
bokuyila kunye nokuthatha umngcipheko, le migaqgo iye yaba luncedo
ngakumbi, ababhali bayakukholelwa ukuba xa ugogosho lwentengiso
luthe lwakhula. I1zithethe zomntu ngamnye zikwakholise ngakumbi
ukuba zithande amaziko edemokhrasi. Kwenzekile ke ukuguqulwa
kobutyebi eYurophu emva kweminyaka yoo 1500, apho umntla ukhula
ngokutyeba kunomzantsi. Ukusebenzisa imephu ehlaziyiweyo yazo
zonke iisayithi ze-Neolithic eYurophu nakuMbindi Mpuma kunye

25 0. Olsson and C. Paik, A western reversal since the Neolithic? The long-run
impact of early agriculture, Journal of Economic History, 80 (1), 2020, 100-135.
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nokulungelelanisa oko kunye namanganaba engeniso namhlanje,
ababhali bafumana ubudlelwane obugwenxa phakathi kwenani
leminyaka ukususela ekutshintsheni kwezolimo kunye namanganaba
engeniso kuwo wonke nangaphakathi kumazwe namhlanje. Ngelixa
impucuko yamandulo (yezolimo) yama-Asiriya, amaBhabhiloni,
amaYiphutha, amaGrike namaRoma zonke zazikuMbindi Mpuma
nakumazantsi eYurophu, namhlanje amazwe atyebileyo asemantla
eYurophu. liDanes aziphelelanga nje ekubeni bengoozimele gege, koko
kubonakala ngathi zizizityebi kwaye zinedemokhrasi ngakumbi
ngenxa yoko.

Njengoko inguqu yethu ukusuka ekuzingeleni nasekugokeleleni
ukuya kwezolimo isasichaphazela namhlanje oko kuhleli ingumxholo
wempikiswano - kwaye oko ngokuginisekileyo kusezakufuneka
kugxilwe kuko kuphando lwexesha elizayo. Into esiyaziyo kukuba olu
luntu lutsha lwamafama aluguqulanga kuphela indlela yalo yokuvelisa
ukutya, kodwa nolwakhiwo lulonke loluntu lwalo. Iplanethi eyayimiwe
ngamagela amancinane abazingeli-baqokelili yaba, ukusukela
malunga ne-10,000 BCE, yindawo enamanani amaninzi kakhulu
amafama avelisa okungaphezulu kunye naxhasa iingcali ezilalini
nasezidolophini. Kungekudala kwakuza kuvela impucuko yokuqgala.
Inggolowa ayiphelelanga nje ekusilungeleni emakhaya; yasenza
sangoothixo beli hlabathi.
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